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DELIVERED  AT  THE  FUNER A.% 


OF 


MISS  SARAH  POTTER  WILLIAMS*. 


Sabbath,  J\\\y  25th,  1824. 
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BY  REV.  GIDEON  B.  PERRY, 

Minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Stonington  Boroug 


Stouf  ugtou : 

STORER,  JUN.  PRINTER. 

1821. 


REV.  G.  B.  PERRY ) 

Dear  Sir — Permit  me  at  this  time  to  tender  to  you 
aiy  thanks,  for  your  appropriate  sermon,  preached  last  Sabbath,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  funeral  of  my  daughter,  Sarah  Potter  Williams  ;  and 
to  solicit  the  additional  favor,  of  being  furnished  with  a  copy  of  it  for  the 
press.  My  motive  in  making  this  request,  is,  to  be  enabled  to  present  to 
such  of  the  relatives  and  particular  friends  of  the  deceased,  as  were  ne- 
cessarily absent  at  the  time  of  the  funeral  service — yet  who  feel  to  sym- 
pathize with  a  bereaved  parent,  under  the  afflicting  dispensation — a  copy 
of  your  edifying  and  consoling  discourse  ;  as  well  as  to  retain  for  myself, 
and  a  few  other  friends,  a  copy,  for  its  more  careful  examination,  and  ad- 
ditional comfort. 

Should  you  accede  to  this  request,  you  will,  sir,  confer  an  additional  ob- 
ligation on  your  already  much  obliged  friend, 

HEPZIBETH  WILLIAMS. 

Stonington,  30th  July,  1824. 


To  Mrs.  HEPZIBETH  WILLIAMS,  the  mother  of  the  late  Miss  Sa 
rah  Potter  Williams,  deceased,  this  Sermon,  preached  on  the  occasion 
of  her  death,  is  presented  with  affection  and  respect,  by  her  sincere  friend 
and  humble  servant, 

GIDEON  B.  PERRY.      ' 


*4  For  so  an  entrance  shall  be  administered  unto  you  abundant- 
ly into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ^— 2d  Peter,  i.  11. 

My  hearers,  we  are  frequently  visited  and  admonished 
by  God,  in  his  providences.  Various  are  his  ways,  to 
teach  us  that  man  must  shortly  go  down  to  the  grave. 
We  see  him  going  forth,  drying  up  the  earth,  and  again 
refreshing  it  with  showers  from  the  clouds.  We  see  him 
administering  to  the  children  of  men  health  and  strength 
to-day ;  to-morrow,  those  same  persons  are  racked  with 
pain,  and  shortly  lie  breathless  in  the  arms  of  death.  In 
all  this,  Jehovah  is  saying,  "  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  judg- 
ment ;  I  create  good,*  and  I  create  evil  ;t  I  the  Lord  do 
all  this." 

No  admonition  sinks  deeper  in  the  heart,  than  such  as 
we  derive  from  the  death  of  our  friends.  We  are  then 
apprized  that  the  messenger  is  at  the  door  with  his  war- 
rant, to  apprehend  and  terminate  all  the  consequences  of 
life ;  to  finish  this  state  of  probation ;  our  schemes,  wis- 
dom, plans,  distribution  of  time,  talents,  brought  to  a  final 
close ;  an  eternal  signet  placed  upon  all  our  actions,  to 
be  carried  away  to  him  who  shall  judge  both  quick  and 
dead.  It  is  at  this  time,  we  feel  that  we  must  tread  this 
dismal  road.  The  smiling  infant,  the  blooming  youth,  the 
venerable  sage,  share  equal  fate :  for  "  what  man  is  he 
that  liveth,  and  shall  not  see  death  ?"  The  apostle  would 
infer,  that  he  who  is  admitted  at  any  rate  into  the  ever- 
lasting kingdom,  is  blessed ;  but  more  blessed  should  he 
be,  who  should  have  abundant  admittance.  Yea,  he  would 
have  us  step  into  eternity,  in  the  full  triumph  of  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost.  It  is  not  enough  to  say,  "  I  am  now  ready  to 
be  offered ;"  but  to  exclaim,  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith, 
"  I  am  in  a  straight  betwixt  two,  having  a  desire  to  depart, 
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and  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.  (Phil.  i.  23.) 
"  For  so  an  entrance  shall  be  administered  unto  you  abun- 
dantly, into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Sav- 
iour Jesus  Christ."     Which  leads  us  to  observe, 

1st.  That  an  entrance  shall  be  administered.  Our  first 
inquiry  is,  what  is  the  entrance  ?  The  scriptures  inform 
us  it  is  death.  We  have  a  striking  proof  of  it  now  be- 
fore our  eyes.  "  Your  fathers,  where  are  they?  and  the 
prophets,  do  they  live  for  ever  ?"  (Zech.  i.  5.)  "  As  by 
o  ie  man  sin  entered  the  world  and  death  by  sin;  and  so 
death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned." — 
(Rom.  v.  12.)  All  must  go  down  to  the  grave;  "for  all 
flesh  is  as  grass,  and  all  the  glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of 
grass.  The  grass  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof  fall- 
eth  away."  (1st  Pet.  i.  24.)  So  is  man,  and  the  number 
of  his  days.  There  never  have  been  but  two  variations 
from  this  fact.  Elijah  was  conveyed  to  heaven,  in  a  char- 
iot of  fire.  "  Enoch  was  translated,  that  he  should  not 
see  death ;  and  was  not  found,  because  God  had  transla- 
ted him."  (Heb.  xi.  5.)  If  we  view  the  subject  by  anal- 
ogy, the  entrance  is  death.  Our  blessed  Lord  informed 
his  disciples,  "that  he  should  be  delivered  to  the  Chief 
Priests,  and  unto  the  Scribes,  and  they  would  condemn 
him  to  death ;  and  the  third  day  he  would  rise  again." 
Also  to  the  disciples  going  to  Emmaus:  "Oh  fools,  and 
slow  of  heart  to  believe;  ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffer- 
ed these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?"  (Luke  xxiv. 
25,  26.)  If  this  was  the  entrance  administered  to  the1 
"  captain  of  our  salvation,"  most  assuredly  the  soldiers 
cannot  decline.  But  one  way  is  for  us :  it  is  the  way  our 
Saviour,  the  prophets,  apostles,  and  all  the  holy  brethren 
have  passed.  It  is  through  the  dark  "  valley  and  shad- 
ow of  death."  We  may  enter  the  rest  that  remains  for 
the  people  of  God,  the  "  land  of  promise,"  and  enjoy  the 
society  of  Christ  and  justified  spirits;  but  our  entrance 
must  be  administered. 

Here  we  would  remark  in  particular,  of  the  wisdom 
and  the  economy  of  the  entrance  into  the  everlasting 
kingdom.  The  entrance  is  administered.  The  number 
of  our  months  is  with  the  Lord,  and  who  can  pass  ?  None 


goeth  down  to  the  grave,  except  God  doth  send  the  mes- 
senger. Not  a  particle  of  dust  floats  in  the  air,  but  what 
God  directs  its  course ;  the  very  hairs  of  the  head  are 
numbered,  the  sparrows  are  recognized  by  his  care.  He 
not  only  keepeth  the  feet  of  his  saints,  but  precious  in 
his  sight  is  their  death.  All  things  are  ordered  in  his 
council.  He  knows  the  life  we  live ;  he  knows  the  death 
we  shall  die,  the  pains  we  feel.  And  whether  our  disso- 
lution shall  be  sudden,  or  approach  by  degrees ;  whether 
it  shall  be  in  the  morning  of  our  lives,  the  meridian  of 
our  days,  or  in  the  evening  of  our  age ;  whether  solitary 
and  unwept,  or  attended  and  condoled,  are  ways  of  the 
Almighty,  to  which  we  are  not  admitted.  But  one  thing 
positively  remains  :  The  entrance  is  administered  by  him 
who  hath  the  power  of  life  and  death.  When  the  apos- 
tle observed  that  the  entrance  is  administered,  he  virtu- 
ally applied  the  promise — "  Fear  not,  I  am  with  thee ;  be 
not  dismayed,  I  am  thy  God."  All  the  Christian  desires 
is,  to  live  the  days  of  his  appointed  time,  finish  his  course 
with  joy,  have  his  death  determined,  his  entrance  admin- 
istered by  his  Lord  and  his  God.  With  what  assurance 
the  death-struck  saint  may  rejoice  in  hope — u  O  death, 
where  is  thy  sting!  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory !"  "  Mor- 
tality is  swallowed  up  of  life." 

It  is  further  remarked  in  our  text,  that  the  entrance  is 
administered  abundantly.  Some  are  saved  abundantly, 
or  are  "  more  than  conquerors ;"  others  are  saved  by  fire, 
or  by  the  "  skin  of  their  teeth."  He  that  is  faithful  over 
many  things,  shall  be  ruler  over  many  things ;  and  our 
admittance  is  according  to  our  grace.  The  holy  martyrs, 
who  sealed  their  religion  with  their  blood,  and  counted 
not  their  lives  dear,  that  they  might  win  Christ,  received 
abundant  admittance,  that  they  might  possess  the  joys  of 
God.  We  very  frequently  discover  a  great  difference  in 
the  transit  of  Christians.  Some,  their  views  are  accelera- 
ted and  joyous,  anticipating  heaven  before  they  arrive  ; 
they  "  taste  the  joys  of  the  world  to  come ;"  yea,  they 
bless  God,  and  exclaim,  "  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  ser- 
vant depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word ;  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation."    (Luke  ii.  30.)     While  others* 


meeting  with  adverse  winds,  tremendous  storms,  and  hur- 
ricanes, are  shipwrecked,  tossed  to  and  fro,  alarmed, 
shattered,  and  dismayed ;  borne  up  by  a  plank,  they 
reach  the  shore,  with  only  life  enough  to  exclaim,  "  It  is 
well."  Blessed  will  be  the  man  who  shall  dwell  in  God's 
house ;  but  more  blessed  is  he,  who  enters  "  richly  laden 
with  a  full  cargo  of  divine  grace,  with  a  full  sail,  with  a 
full  assurance  of  faith  and  hope;"#  meeting  the  divine 
plaudit,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou 
into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord." 

By  administering  an  entrance,  Christ  is  constantly  gath- 
ering his  children.  And  where  is  he  gathering  them  to  ? 
Our  text  informs  us,  "  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  Which  brings  us  sec- 
ondly, to  remark  relative  to  this  kingdom.  The  subject 
falls  open  in  a  two-fold  sense.  1st.  It  is  termed  the  ever- 
lasting kingdom.  2dly.  It  is  termed  the  everlasting  king- 
dom of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

The  beatitude  which  the  Christian  anticipates,  is  the 
subject  matter  of  this  kingdom.  Whoever  acts  wisely, 
ac  s  by  motive  and  rule.  The  rule  of  the  righteous  is  the 
motive  of  the  kingdom.  Hence  all  is  regularity  and 
peace,  and  an  assurance  of  abundant  admittance  at  last. 
When  we  act  with  reference  to  God's  kingdom  in  as 
much  as  we  are  capable,  while  tabernacled  in  the  clay, 
very  much  remains  over  which  we  mourn  as  neglected. 
We  now  "  walk  by  faith ;"  we  have  not  a  full  unclouded 
view  of  divine  things.  While  clogged  with  this  cumber- 
some body,  we  only  "  see  darkly,  as  through  a  glass,"  and 
know  very  little  of  the  hope  laid  up  for  the  justified  of 
God.  As  it  is  written,  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  it  entered  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him. 
(I  Cor.  ii.  9.)  But  we  are  indulged  with  the  pleasing  re- 
flection, that  we  look  forward  to  the  everlasting  kingdom 
of  our  Lord ;  and  now  and  then,  the  children  of  the  king- 
dom have  a  view  of  the  heavenly  paradise.  For  the 
scriptures  inform  us,  "  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us 
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by  his  spirit;  for  the  spirit  searcheth  all  things;  yea9 
even  the  deep  things  of  God."  (1  Cor.  ii.  10.)  There  is 
infinite  wisdom,  my  hearers,  in  the  Almighty's  revealing 
these  beatitudes  to  his  saints,  by  his  Spirit.  In  propor- 
tion as  they  are  exercised  by  the  Spirit,  they  are  indulged 
with  these  joyous  views.  Hence  the  Spirit  taking  of  the 
things  of  God,  and  shewing  them  to  us,  we  set  a  just  ap- 
preciation on  them.  If  the  Almighty  should  draw  aside 
the  curtain  which  now  separates  our  views  from  eternal 
things,  and  even  partially  disclose  the  illustrious  glories 
of  his  everlasting  kingdom,  the  prospect  would  be  quite 
too  mighty  for  our  eyes  to  behold :  We  should,  with  the 
Revelator,  fall  like  dead  men  at  the  feet  of  his  majesty. 
We  see  with  what  propriety  not  only  the  entrance  is 
administered,  but  all  our  views  and  apprehensions  are  di- 
rected and  disposed  by  his  unerring  wisdom  and  council 
But  to  speak  in  particular  of  the  everlasting  kingdom,  we 
would  observe,  it  is  frequently  recognized  as  the  kingdom 
of  peace  and  righteousness.  "  The  scepter  of  thy  king- 
dom is  a  right  scepter."  (Ps.  xlv.  6.)  It  is  a  dominion,  in 
the  midst  of  which,  tranquility  beams  without  annoy.  It 
is  an  empire  of  vast  expansion,  whose  subjects  are  as  the 
angels  of  heaven,  (Luke  xx.  36.)  wise,  harmless,  unde- 
filed,  separate  from  sinners,  whose  joys  shine  forth  as 
"  the  brightness,  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  stars,  for 
ever  and  ever."  (Dan.  xii.  3.)  The  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom are  made  unto  God  kings  and  priests.  (Rev.  v.  ]  0.) 
They  are  liberated  from  the  troubles  and  sorrows  of 
this  life ;  the  diseases  of  body,  scorching  fevers,  and  ex- 
cruciating pains.  Freed  from  the  doubts  and  fears  inci- 
dent to  life,  and  from  the  afflictions  that  now  make  them 
exclaim,  "  O  had  I  the  wings  of  a  dove,  I  would  fly  away 
and  be  at  rest."  (Ps.  lv.  6.) 

The  Revelator,  John,  describes  this  kingdom  in  a  very 
sublime  and  explicit  manner.  "  God  himself  shall  be  with 
them,  and  be  their  God,  and  God  shall  wipe  all  tears  from 
their  eyes ;  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sor- 
row nor  crying ;  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for 
the  former  things  are  passed  away.  And  he  that  sat  up- 
on the  throne  said,  Behold !  I  make  all  things  new."  (Rev. 


xxi.  3,  4,  5.)  New  views,  new  associates,  new  joys,  new 
advances,  new  accessions,  new  tongues,  new  praises, 
for  behold  all  things  are  new !  And  it  is  as  durable  as  it 
is  blessed :  this  heightens  the  joys  of  the  righteous.  The 
kingdom  shall  not  wax  old,  neither  shall  it  decay.  The 
mountains  may  depart,  the  hills  may  be  removed,  the  sol- 
id earth,  the  surrounding  heavens,  with  their  strong  pil- 
lars, may  pass  away ;  but  this  kingdom  yet  remains.  Soon- 
er shall  chaos  come  again,  and  God  deny  himself;  sooner 
shall  the  natural  and  moral  world  be  tossed  into  confu- 
sion, than  this  kingdom  in  any  way  should  fail,  or  in  the 
least  be  moved.  "  In  the  days  of  these  kings,  shall  the 
God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed ;  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  another 
people ;  it  shall  break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these 
kingdoms ;  it  shall  stand  for  ever."  (Dan.  ii.  44.) 

Take  a  view  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world — the  Assyr- 
ian, Persian,  Grecian,  and  Roman  kingdoms.  They  have 
had  their  day  of  renown  and  triumph ;  they  have  flour- 
ished ;  they  have  filled  the  earth  with  astonishment :  but 
as  it  is  written,  "  All  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a  garment ; 
as  a  vesture  shall  they  be  changed."  (Ps.  cii.  26.)  Yea, 
take  a  view  of  the  enjoyments  of  life ;  look  round,  and 
see  them  taking  wings  and  flying  away ;  our  friends  pas- 
sing away  like  the  dew  on  the  tender  grass.  Ah,  tell  me 
of  the  family,  tell  me  of  the  friend,  seeing  every  thing  on 
the  move,  reflecting  on  former  days,  that  cannot  exclaim, 
44  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  my  ac- 
quaintance into  darkness."  Where  are  they  now  ?  Were 
the  yawning  grave  to  speak,  it  would  tell  of  its  victims. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  the  now  grandly  organized  fabric 
of  nature  shall  be  consumed :  And  "  lo,  there  was  a  great 
earthquake,  and  the  sun  became  black  as  sackcloth  of 
hair,  and  the  moon  became  as  blood,  and  the  stars  of 
heaven  fell  unto  the  earth,  even  as  a  fig  tree  casteth  her 
untimely  figs  when  she  is  shaken  of  an  untimely  wind,  and 
the  heavens  departed  as  a  scroll  when  it  is  rolled  togeth- 
er, and  every  mountain  and  island  were  moved  out  of 
their  place."  (Rev.  vi.  12,  13,  14.)  "But  the  day  of  the 
Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  in  the  which  the 


heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  ele* 
meats  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  also  and  the 
works  that  are  therein,  shall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then 
that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of 
persons  ought  we  to  be,  looking  for  the  coming  of  the 
day  of  God,  wherein  the  heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be 
dissolved,  and  (he  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat? 
Nevertheless  we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  a  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteous- 
ness. (2  Pet.  iii.  10 — 13.)  Then  shall  rise  amidst  the 
shouts  of  saints  and  angels,  and  a  sound  of  a  trumpet,  the 
everlasting  kingdom.  The  exalted  Redeemer,  crowned 
with  glory  and  immortality,  leads  the  celestial  band  — 
Then  shall  you  hear  the  extatic  followers,  proclaiming  in 
evangelic  strains,  "  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain ;" 
lift  up  your  heads,  ye  saints  of  the  most  high,  and  rejoice, 
the  day  of  your  redemption  is  fully  come.  "Behold  the 
tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall 
be  with  them,  and  be  their  God."  (Rev.  xxi.  3.)  The 
new  heavens  and  the  new  earth,  in  which  dwelleth  right- 
eousness, is  the  expression  of  the  everlasting  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  which  beams  forth 
unaltered  joy,  unchangeable,  secure  from  the  great  con- 
flagration, bearing  all  who  have  the  seal  of  the  living 
God,  (like  Noah's  ark,)  safe  through  the  tumultuous  bil- 
lows of  a  convulsive  world.  God  himself  being  at  the 
helm,  triumphantly  they  enter  the  haven  above,  to  go  out 
no  more  for  ever. 

Observe  the  divine  images  that  are  used,  to  enforce  the 
idea  of  its  durability.  Is  this  kingdom  compared  to  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed  ?  Its  germs  must  reach  heaven. — 
Is  it  leaven  ?  It  must  pervade  the  whole  lump.  Is  it  bread  ? 
It  endureth  to  eternal  life.  Is  it  water?  It  must  spring 
up  to  eternal  life.  Is  it  a  house  ?  It  is  a  building  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Is  it  a  crown  ? 
It  fadeth  not  away.  Is  it  a  city  ?  It  hath  foundations, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.  My  hearers,  is  it  a 
kingdom  ?  It  is  an  everlasting  one.* 

2d.  This  kingdom  is  said  to  be  the  everlasting  king- 
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dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  and  so  it  is.—* 
1st.  By  absolute  right  as  God.  "  All  things  were  creat- 
ed by  him,  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that 
was  made."  (John  i.  3.)  He  made  both  heaven  and 
earth ;  he  formed  the  arch  above ;  and  he  regulates  the 
economy  of  his  kingdom.  "  For  by  him  were  all  things 
created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible 
and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or 
principalities,  or  powers ;  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
and  for  him ;  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  consist."  (Col.  i.  16,  17.)  u  And  there  was  given 
him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people, 
nations,  and  languages,  should  serve  him :  his  dominion 
is  an  everlasting  dominion,  which  shall  not  pass  away, 
and  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  be  destroyed." — - 
(Dan.  vii.  1 4.) 

2dly.  This  kingdom  is  his  by  heirship :  He  is  declared 
to  be  the  only  Son  of  God ;  the  only  begotten  of  the  Fa- 
ther ;  and,  as  such, "  he  is  heir  of  all  things."  "  God,  who 
at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  spake  in  times 
past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last 
days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son.  Whom  he  hath  ap- 
pointed heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made  the 
worlds.  Who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
express  image  of  his  person ;  and  upholding  all  things 
by  the  word  of  his  power;  when  he  had  by  himself  purg- 
ed our  sins,  set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty 
on  high.  Being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels,  as* 
he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name 
than  they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any 
time,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
thee.  And  again,  I  will  be  to  him  a  father,  and  he  shall 
be  to  me  a  son.  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  the  first 
begotten  into  the  world,  he  saith,  And  let  all  the  angels 
worship  him.  And  of  the  angels  he  saith,  Who  maketh 
his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of  fire.  But 
unto  the  Son  he  saith,  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and 
ever;  a  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of  thy 
kingdom.  Thou  hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated  in- 
iquity :  therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  annointed  thee 
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with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows.  And,  Thou, 
Lord,  in  the  beginning  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thine  hands  : — 
they  shall  perish,  but  thou  remainest;  and  they  all  shall 
wax  old  as  doth  a  garment.  But  to  which  of  the  angels 
said  he  at  any  time,  Sit  on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make 
thine  enemies  thy  footstool."  (Heb.  i.  1  to  11,  and  13.) 

3dly.  Christ  claims  the  kingdom  in  the  stipulation  of 
the  eternal  council,  as  the  reward  of  his  bloodshed  and 
sufferings.  It  was  prophesied  of  him,  that  he  should  see 
of  the  4;  travail  of  his  soul,  and  be  satisfied."  "  For  he 
shall  bear  their  iniquities.  Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a 
portion  with  the  great,  and  he  shall  divide  the  spoil  with 
the  strong;  because  he  hath  poured  out  his  soul  unto 
death:  and  he  was  numbered  with  the  transgressors; 
and  he  bare  the  sin  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for 
the  transgressors."  (Isa.  liii.  11  12.  Jesus  Christ  gives 
testimony  of  himself. ~u  I  have  finished  the  work  which 
thou  gavest  me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou 
me  with  thine  own  self  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with 
thee  before  the  world  was."  (John  xvii.  4,  5.)  The  apos- 
tle Paul  speaks  to  the  same  effect. — "  Let  the  same  mind 
be  in  you  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus ;  who,  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  in  not  robbery  to  be  with  God.  But 
made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  on  him  the  form  of 
a  servant,  and  was  made  in  likeness  of  men ;  and  being 
found  in  fashion  as  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.  Where- 
fore God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  hath  given  him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name,  that,  at  the  name  of 
Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  under  the  earth.  And  every  tongue  should  con- 
fess that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther. (Phil.  ii.  5 — 11.)  Having  finished  the  work  the  Fa- 
ther gave  him  to  do ;  and  having  laid  down  his  life  for 
his  sheep ;  having  risen  the  third  day  from  the  dead ;  he 
ascended  on  high,  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  un- 
to men.  And  is  now  crowned  with  majesty,  glory,  and 
honor,  in  his  everlasting  kingdom  above.  Where  he  rules 
a  righteous  sovereign,  glorious  in  his  inauguration,  all 
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adore  him  first,  him  last,  him  God  of  all.  "  And  they  said 
amen.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive 
honor,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  glory, 
and  blessing."  And  so  long  as  Christ,  the  first  fruit,  is 
accepted,  we,  who  are  members  of  his  mystical  body, 
shall  find  acceptance  also;  that  where  he  is,  there  we 
may  be,  and  behold  his  glory.  "  Sing  O  heavens,  and 
rejoice  O  earth;  let  the  mountains  pour  forth  righteous- 
ness with  joy,  for  Christ  Jesus  has  a  kingdom  which  is  ev- 
erlasting, that  shall  never  be  destroyed." 

We  may  also  discover  the  means  of  this  kingdom. — 
Among  the  many,  none  more  instructive  and  important; 
none  carries  the  weight  of  eternal  things  more,  than  the 
entrance  here  noticed.  It  is  better  to  visit  the  house  of 
mourning  and  death,  than  the  house  of  feasting.  We  ob- 
tain much  reflection,  which  otherwise  would  not  be  ob- 
tained. The  gay,  the  heedless,  the  unconcerned,  are  of- 
ten compelled  to  view  their  approaching  dissolution. — 
They  see  in  others  the  anguish  of  dying  pains  and  strife. 
Seeing  holy  patience,  invincible  fortitude,  in  the  moments 
of  departure ;  at  the  same  time,  the  dying  person  mani- 
festing unshaken  confidence  in  the  hope  of  eternal  glory  : 
the  bystanders  have  been  made  to  reply — "  Is  this  the 
fruit  of  that  religion  we  have  so  long  neglected  ?M  It  is 
the  last  opportunity  the  righteous  have  to  do  good.  In 
such  visitations,  frequently  lasting  impressions  are  made 
in  the  mind.  A  dying  visage,  a  dying  word,  a  dying  groan, , 
strike  deeply  into  the  heart.  The  weak  in  faith,  are  of- 
ten made  to  rejoice,  saying,  "  It  will  be  so  with  me ;  God  is 
my  helper,  my  rock,  and  my  fortress.  In  his  name  I  trust. 
He  will  not  suffer  me  to  be  put  to  shame,  nor  my  confidence 
to  be  lost."  Their  strength  is  renewed ;  their  hopes  take 
hold  on  heaven;  and  in  them  is  fulfilled  the  saying,  "It 
is  good  to  visit  the  habitations  of  grief,  for  it  maketh  the 
heart  better,  in  stirring  up  the  mind  by  way  of  remem- 
brance." 

In  making  an  application  of  the  subject,  we  shall  see 
many  things,  very  applicable  to  the  present  circumstan- 
ces. We  already  feel  authorized  to  say,  that  she,  who  is 
the  subject  of  our  meditation,  has  received  abundant  ad- 
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mittance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  and  now,  she  is  as  the  angels  are 
in  heaven.  We  have  the  most  assured  evidence  of  it. 
We  have  received  the  testimony  from  her  own  dying  lips. 
Yea,  when  she  stood  on  the  confines  of  the  eternal  world, 
she  proclaimed  the  victory  through  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  Her  patience,  her  resignation,  her  holy  conver- 
sation, during  her  long  illness,  all  conspire  to  confirm  us 
in  the  belief,  that  she  now  rests  with  God.  Whose  loss 
then  is  her  death  ?  Her  body  is  no  more  the  seat  of  tor* 
turing  pain.  She  is  afflicted  no  more  with  restless  nights, 
and  tedious  days.  She  is  now  divested,  not  only  of  pain, 
sickness,  and  distress;  but  of  mortality  itself.  She  shall 
die  no  more.  Death  has  no  more  power  over  her.  He 
[Death]  has  shot  his  last  javelin.  He  has  unlocked  the 
prison.  Her  soul  walks  at  large,  with  the  holy  family 
above.  Her  spirit  now  inhabits  the  everlasting  kingdom 
of  heaven,  ascribing  hallelujahs  to  him,  who  was  dead, 
is  alive,  and  liveth  for  ever  more.  It  is  true,  her  body 
must  lie  in  the  grave :  but,  hark !  shortly  the  trump  will 
sound ;  she  shall  emerge  from  the  gloomy  mansion  of  the 
grave,  bearing  the  image  of  her  blessed  Redeemer.  Soul 
and  body  re-united,  clothed  with  a  white  robe,  and  palms 
in  her  hands,  walking  forth  in  the  midst  of  the  everlasting 
kingdom,  attributing  salvation  to  God,  who  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever.  Joining  in  the  hea- 
venly song,  with  those  who  are  come  to  Mount  Zion,  and 
unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  to  the  general 
assembly  aud  church  of  the  first  born,  which  are  written 
in  heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits 
of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of 
the  New  Testament.  In  this  blessed  kingdom,  in  the 
arms  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  leave  her  immortal  spirit. 

Permit  me,  now,  to  address  a  few  words  to  those  who 
are  assembled  on  this  occasion,  and  3  have  done. 

First,  to  the  mother  of  the  deceased.  You  have  some 
reason  to  say,  "  Was  ever  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow !" 
Your  daughter,  yea,  your  only  daughter,  is  now  no  more. 
But,  surely,  how  much  consolation  she  has  left  you* — 
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Though,  in  human  voice,  she  speaks  to  you  not  again ; 
yet,  being  dead,  she  speaketh :  "  Blessed  are  the  dead, 
that  die  in  the  Lord."  "  Better  is  the  day  of  my  death, 
than  the  day  of  my  birth,"  are  sentiments  that  hover  a- 
round  her  memory — sacred  to-day,  and  are  for  your  con- 
solation. You  had  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing, in  her  last  moments,  her  unshaken  confidence  in 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  not  a  circumstance, 
that  occurred  in  the  course  of  her  long  illness,  which  will 
justify  you  in  the  conclusion,  that  she  is  not  now  enjoying 
the  "  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God."  But 
still,  my  dear  friend,  your  tears  are  reasonable.  They 
are  the  effusions  of  a  heart,  stricken  with  grief,  and  be- 
reaved of  an  object,  which  time  cannot  replace.  In  your 
widowed  state,  no  doubt  this  daughter  contributed  much 
to  your  happiness :  you  anticipated  much  satisfaction  in 
her  society.  But  ah,  wherefore  should  you  grieve  ?  A 
friend  has  dealt  with  you.  Faint  not  beneath  the  chast- 
ening rod :  receive  it  as  an  admonition  from  the  Lord. — 
Nothing  remains,  but  for  you  to  say,  "  It  is  the  Lord,  let 
him  do  what  seemeth  him  good."  Various  are  the  ways 
©f  the  Most  High,  in  the  administration  of  his  kingdom, 
to  bring  his  chosen  to  his  blessed  arms.  And  while  you 
are  weeping  this  irrevocable  providence,  angels  behold 
the  most  sublime  and  equal  distributions  of  goodness  and 
tender  mercy,  in  this  very  occurrence,  which  makes  you 
cry  out,  in  lamentations  of  heartfelt  anguish.  Oh,  rise ; 
cast  your  sorrows  on  the  Lord.  Though  your  only  daugh- 
ter sleeps  in  death,  say,  "  the  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth 
rejoice."  And  may  that  religion,  which  gave  your  daugh- 
ter abundant  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  above, 
be  now  your  support  and  consolation ;  and  from  it,  may 
you  derive  all  that  necessary  resolution,  which  your  pre- 
sent afflictions  require,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your 
friend. 

To  the  brother  of  the  deceased  : 

My  friend — This  providence  comes  to  your  heart,  with 
peculiar  force.  The  death  of  your  only  sister  is,  beyond 
doubt,  in  a  peculiar  manner  calculated  to  set  in  motion 
the  fountains  of  grief.     You  see,  you  feel,  that  she  is  gone., 
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to  return  no  more.  But  you  have  an  affectionate  feeling 
for  the  mother  who  bore  you :  you  now  see  her,  like  a 
branch,  standing  alone ;  and  you  ask,  wherewithal  shall 
she  be  comforted.  You  have  a  wife,  who  shares  your 
afflictions  and  griefs  ;  who,  by  words  of  comfort,  adminis- 
ters to  your  bosom,  the  hope  of  better  days.  But,  sir, 
your  parent  has  neither  companion  nor  daughter,  as  she 
once  had.  Here,  then,  the  arrow  is  barbed.  You  weep 
for  the  dead ;  you  feel  for  the  living.  It  is  hoped,  thro* 
the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  this  admonition  will  be  salutary, 
to  your  setting  a  lawful  appreciation  on  all  lent  comforts 
and  blessings.  That  you  will  not  revert  to  sublunary 
pleasures,  to  erase  this  lesson  from  your  mind.  And  as 
you  loved  the  friend  now  hushed  in  the  arms  of  death,  so 
love  Him  who  was  her  supporter ;  and  esteem  the  Provi- 
dence which  has  removed  her  from  you ;  and  be  in  habit- 
ual readiness  to  follow.     God  grant  it.     Amen. 

To  the  sister-in-law. 

It  is  just  that  you  should  mingle  your  tears,  in  so  rea- 
sonable a  grief.  Ah,  I  already  see  1  need  not  search  for 
your  feelings;  they  are  nowr  alive.  Perhaps  there  lives 
in  your  heart,  the  language,  "  O  that  my  head  were  wa- 
ters, and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears."  God  has  taught 
you  the  lesson  of  grief,  in  as  much  as  you  have  been  de- 
prived of  your  children.  You  can  make  an  application 
of  this  Providence,  with  peculiar  emphasis.  You,  my 
friend,  must  remember,  that  the  Allwise  Supreme  holds 
the  key  of  wisdom  in  his  own  hand.  Not  a  circumstance 
occurs,  but  that  the  Mighty  Ruler  has  power  to  stay,  ac- 
cording to  his  good  pleasure.  Then  be  not  dismayed. — 
God  is  in  this  admonition,  and  in  his  own  due  time,  he 
will  make  the  application,  as  seemeth  to  him  good.  Un- 
der the  gracious  arm  of  Christ  Jesus,  may  you  be  safe, 
and  find  an  asylum.  Oh,  may  that  Omniscient  Being? 
who  doeth  all  his  pleasure,  prepare  you,  your  compan- 
ion, and  all  that  He  in  wisdom  and  mercy  has  lent  you, 
for  his  blessed  kingdom.     Amen. 

To  the  more  distant  connexions,  in  general. 

Friends — Here  is  an  opportunity  for  reflection.  Death 
is  not  far  from  you.     The  friend  you  have  distinguished 
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lies  full  low  in  death.  But  she  has  paid  no  more  to  nature,  than  we  all 
owe.  You  feel,  perhaps,  that  God  has  touched  you  remotely  :  but  he 
bids  you  approach  this  Providence,  with  a  sense  that  it  flows  from  him, 
and  thnt  you  too  are  concerned.  God  is  now  teaching  you,  that  all  must 
be  separated,  that  all  must  die.  Oh,  then,  as  you  value  eternal  things, 
suffer  not  this  admonition  to  pass  unimproved.  Fly  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  before  death  shall  deprive  you  of  the  advantages  in  life.  If  any 
of  you  love  the  Redeemer,  you  now  realize  the  happy  effect  of  divine 
[grace,  *md  are  instructed  in  (he  ways  of  the  Lord.  May  the  Majesty  of 
Heaven  sanctify  every  occurrence  of  his  kingdom,  for  the  highest  good 
of  you  all.     Amen. 

A  few  words  to  the  physician,  who  attended  the  deceased  during  her 
long  illness. 

My  friend — Your  attendance  on  the  deceased,  for  two  years  or  more, 
as  a  physician,  renders  it  reasonable,  that  you  should  be  addressed  on  this 
occasion.  Your  anxiety,  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  has  been  very  great. 
This  we  expect  from  those  of  your  profession,  as  friends  of  humanity.--- 
It  is  the  duty  of  all,  to  endeavor  to  mitigate  the  miseries  of  a  fellow  being  ; 
more  especially,  those  who  devote  their  time,  and  their  talents,  to  this 
duty.  But,  there  are  other  motives,  which  served  to  stimulate  you. — 
You  viewed  this  young  woman,  as  the  only  daughter  of  a  widowed  moth- 
er. You  have  also  witnessed  her  tears.  You  have  heard  her  heart-felt 
sighs.  You  have  been  apprized,  also,  of  the  anxiety  of  two  verj  feeling 
and  affectionate  brothers,  and  of  other  connexions.  But  ah,  sir,  what 
has  it  availed  ?  Your  hopes,  your  anxieties,  are  ended  ;  but  your  duty, 
in  some  degree,  remains.  The  time  is  past,  in  which  you  can  visit  the 
house,  as  you  were  wont  to  do,  as  a  physician.  Your  patient  is  absent : 
she  is  gone.  Oh,  then,  go  as  a  brother.  Go,  and  as  much  as  in  you  lies, 
administer  the  balm  of  consolation,  to  that  wounded,  widowed  heart ;  and 
learn  from  this,  you  too,  sir,  must  taste  of  death.  As  you  could  not,  with 
all  your  skill  and  application,  stay  the  messenger,  nor  turn  the  shaft  Irotn 
laying  this  patient  low  in  death  ;  even  so,  remember,  Oh  remember,  you 
cannot  save  yourself.  And  may  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you,  and  rewaad  you  for  all  your  care,  and  give  you  admittance  at 
his  right  hand  at  last.     Amen. 

And  now,  a  few  words  to  the  congregation,  and  we  close. 

Friends — This  is  the  second  time  you  have  been  addressed  this  day, 
on  the  subject  of  death.  It  has  become  a  familiar  subject.  God  is  send- 
ing his  messenger,  with  his  warrant,  frequently  ;  and  perhaps  now,  while 
I  am  speaking,  He  (the  Almighty)  is  finishing  another,  for  your  appre- 
hension. And  are  you  in  no  danger  ?  Have  you  the  garment  of  Christ's 
righteousness,  for  your  defence  ?  Are  you  entirely  out  of  danger  ?  Are 
you.  in  all  things,  ready  ?  Oh,  make  the  inquiry.  If  you  find  yourselves 
destitute,  come  to  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Behold,  the  waters  are  trou- 
bled :  step  into  the  Bethesda,  while  the  Redeemer  offers  mercy,  and  you 
shall  be  saved.  And  when  heart  and  flesh  shall  fail,  then  shall  you  have 
a  hiding  place  for  your  immortal  souls.  May  God  grant,  that  you  may  all 
profit  by  this  Providence,  and  be  ready,  when  the  angel  of  the  Almighty 
shall  sound  the  trump  for  judgment,  to  meet  the  awful  day  with  joy,  and 
an  assurance  of  abundant  M  entrance,  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."     AMEN,  and  AMEN. 


